Students’ Association 
§ Film and Television Institute of India, 
Law College Road, 
Pune: 411004 
Date - 28-05-2016 


Dear alumni, 


As we all know FTII Film Wing has been undergoing a process of the formation of a 
new syllabus since 2009. This process has finally resulted in a 3 year new syllabus 
to be applied from the batch of 2016. In these past 7 years, various student 
representatives from all streams of Film Wing have collaborated, suggested as well 
as opposed various aspects and approaches the new syllabus intends to take. Our 
participation has always been in the spirit of bettering aesthetical and technical 
inputs with defined learning objectives within the provided framework of 3 years. 
Ideally, a syllabus reviewing and reconstructing process takes place once in every 
ten years with the scope of major and minor alterations occasionally as and when 
felt needed. Accordingly, the basic structure and framework of the proposed 
syllabus should stand valid for 10 years, with the 2016 syllabus to be implemented 
till 2025. 


But our current Academic Council Chairman, Mr. B.P. Singh has presented a 'Vision 
Document’ which would negate the proposed syllabus of 2016 only to introduce a 
new syllabus from 2017, with many other critical and structural changes being 
planned under this new vision. This vision completely dilutes the essential features 
of Specialization in Film Courses among many other grave dilutions it attempts to 
achieve in the name of creating and converting FTII into a Digital Media University. 
This is in line with the agenda to turn this film school into one of a poly-technique 
nature with media and communication being of principle importance and cinema 
somewhere embedded in such a ecosystem. . Learning in such an eco-system will be 
completely determined by market forces and will only attempt to commodify 
students and cinema in itself. 


This new Vision Document has no congruence with the purpose of this institute and 
only disrespectfully looks down upon the history and vision of FTII. Such a vision if 
implemented shall have not only disappointing but dangerous consequences on the 
culture of cinema in this country which FTII has significantly contributed to. 


We sincerely request all of you to take some time out, not only read the concerned 
Vision Document carefully but also reflect on its implications at various dimensions. 
In such circumstances, the importance of resisting this agenda cannot be 
undermined at any cost. We appeal to one and all, to register our oppositions at all 
available platforms with immediate effect, as the Academic Council Meeting 
scheduled to be held on 1st June 2016 plans to give a green signal to this draconian 
vision. If we fail to resist this intention, the institute shall only enter a dark era 
beyond repair. 


FTII Students Association 


